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In Praise of Student Interns
by Marlin Johnson

Land management continues to be an important aspect of
Waukesha County Land Conservancy's agenda.

Management could not succeed without dedicated workers
like  Carly Smith and Matt Fossum.  Carly and Matt are the
stars of this summer's work crew.

As a demonstration of their dedication, consider this:  They
worked 10 hour days, four days a week.  Most of their time
was spent pulling, spraying and weed-whacking garlic mus-
tard, knapweed and sweet clover.  They also picked prairie
seed for next year's plantings.  Mosquitoes, blazing sun,
high humidity, chiggers, ticks, deer flies and wasps are all
part of their routine.

Matt is from Chippewa Falls.  He currently lives with Jason
Dare, the Waukesha County Land Conservancy's Land
Manager.  Matt graduated from UW-Madison last year.  He
majored in Conservation Biology and may eventually go on
to graduate school.  He wants to work in land management.
He is very grateful for the opportunity to work for the Land
Conservancy, because he could be outside and get hands-on
experience in managing natural areas.  (He also enjoyed
picking black raspberries!)  Matt may continue working for
us in the fall. 

Carly lives in the Town of Summit.  She is a senior at UW-
Stevens Point where she majors in Biology and minors in
Spanish.  Her interests lie in ecological restoration, and she
hopes to get a job in Central or South America.  Carly
worked for the Waukesha County Land Conservancy two
years ago as a volunteer.  She is impressed by how her past
work has paid off.  Areas where she cut and pulled garlic
mustard and knapweed really look good now.  She feels that 

her work was worthwhile.  Carly enjoys working outside
with people who share a common interest in ecology.  Carly
returned to Stevens Point this fall.

The Waukesha County Land Conservancy gives its warmest
thanks to Carly and Matt for a job well done. We wish them
well and hope they will keep their passion for land conser-
vation.

The Waukesha County Land Conservancy is pleased to
be able to offer the opportunity of paid work experience
to students, and we gratefully thank the Kettle Moraine
Garden Club for its $3,000 donation to this summer's
student intern program.

Matt Fossum and Carly Smith collect seeds at Eagle Centre Prairie
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Fall is a fabulous time to take a walk in a prairie.   So put
down your rake, pick up your wildflower identification

book and head out to the Village of Eagle to the Eagle
Centre Prairie.  (For a review of wildflower books, see arti-
cle on page 4 of this newsletter.)

The Eagle Centre Prairie is a 19-acre remnant of a former
seven-square-mile prairie between the Villages of Eagle and
North Prairie.  It is considered a dry prairie.  Prairie plant
communities are classified based on how wet or dry they
are. That this remnant we call the Eagle Centre Prairie was
not turned into farmland is probably thanks to the steep hills
of well-drained soil left here by the glaciers.  Surrounded by
hundreds of acres of flat prairie, the hilly Eagle Centre
Prairie wasn't as inviting for the ox-drawn plow.  

In 1994, just two years after a small group of people had
formed the Waukesha Land Conservancy, the Eagle Centre
Prairie site was proposed for a housing development.  The
Conservancy was alerted by a neighboring property owner
Riene Wells, proprietress of the Eagle Centre House Bed
and Breakfast.  Riene felt there was something special here,
something worth preserving. 

Upon visiting the site, the Conservancy's biologist was
thrilled to find a rare dry prairie and oak savannah plant
community in almost pre-settlement condition.  There were
scattered huge bur oaks with a great diversity of native
prairie plants beneath them. There were hundreds of kitten-
tail plants, a threatened species found only in the Upper
Midwest, and prairie smoke, pasque flowers, prairie butter-
cups and violets.  Over 800 kittentail plants were thriving on
this site.  The Waukesha Land Conservancy later found that
a land conservancy in Indiana had paid a premium to pur-
chase a site that had only 6 kittentail plants on it!  

The Conservancy notified the Village of Eagle that their
community had a very special piece of property in their
jurisdiction.  The Village Planning Commission visited the
site and agreed to slow down the development process to
give the Conservancy time to arrange a loan from the Nature  
Conservancy.  In April 1995, the Waukesha Land
Conservancy bought eight acres of land from the potential 

(Continued on Page 5)

LANDS YOU HAVE PROTECTED:
The Eagle Centre Prairie

by Ellen Gennrich
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HOT  CHILI COOL BLUES

WAUKESHA COUNTY LAND CONSERVANCY
FAMILY FEST

At the Fish Hatchery
417 Main St, Delafield WI

On Friday, October 24
6:00 PM until 10:00 PM

$50.00 Donation per Household
($25.00 single)

Steve Cohen Blues Band     

Send all names and checks to:

WCLC
PO Box 2572

Brookfield WI 53008

Please RSVP by October 15th 

CELEBRATE THE
WAUKESHA COUNTY LAND CONSERVANCY’S

LAND PRESERVATION WORK

Chili,  some hot, some not so hot and some vegetari-
an, cooked by WCLC Board members.




