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Scarlet Tanager by Ralph Curtis 
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The cover photo of the Scarlet Tanager was taken by Ralph Curtis, a great friend of the conservancy. Ralph is passionate about nature 

photography and has taken thousands of photos of wildlife and woodland scenes, with some being on WCLC properties. He captured 

this Scarlet Tanager in his backyard in Chenequa after using a recorded song of the bird to call it closer to him. This photo was shared 

on Waukesha County Land Conservancy’s social media platforms and garnered record engagement with thousands of people 

commenting on the beauty and vibrancy of this special bird. 

 

 

The Scarlet Tanager is a striking songbird that migrates to 

Wisconsin in the late spring into the early summer from its 

other home in northern and western South America. While 

they often stay high in the canopy, you may find them 

visiting many kinds of berry plants, including blackberries, 

raspberries, huckleberries, juneberries, serviceberries, 

mulberries, strawberries, and chokeberries. Consider 

planting these native shrubs in your yard to attract this 

beautiful bird! 
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Dear Friends: 

It’s hard to believe, but here we are: thirty years after the birth of the Waukesha County 

Land Conservancy, we celebrate the protection of over 3100 acres of land.  That’s an 

average of 103 acres per year. Not bad for an organization that began over lunch 

conversation discussing how citizens might preserve and protect some of the best natural 

areas left in Waukesha County.  

Today, I’m pleased to say that despite the challenges of the past several years, your 

Conservancy is as strong as ever, and continues to fulfill its mission. We’ll soon be 

announcing the acquisition of the Trupke Preserve, a gem of a 42-acre property 

containing rare, dry-mesic prairie and oak savanna. This property will add to other nearby 

property already protected by the Conservancy that has been designated as a State 

Natural Area by the Department of Natural Resources. In addition to this project, we’re 

working with several other landowners to protect over 250 additional acres of environmentally significant land and water in 

all areas of the county.  

As these rare ecosystems continue to disappear from Waukesha County and southeastern Wisconsin, it’s more urgent than 

ever to do everything possible to protect them. That’s where you come in. As part of our year-end drive, we’ll be asking you 

to add your contribution in support of ongoing operations by giving as much as you can to assist the Conservancy in raising 

the $250,000 needed to complete the purchase of the Trupke Preserve. You can find more information on this property as 

you read on in this report. You’ll be part of something larger than any individual and even the organization itself. Your 

support has and will continue to allow the Conservancy to protect these beautiful and environmentally rich properties. Your 

support makes it possible--for all residents of Waukesha County and each of you—to find that special spot where you can 

refresh your spirit and quiet your mind.  

Please join me in welcoming three new members to the Board of Directors: Samantha Adler, Mary Hiebl and John 

Remmers. We are grateful to each of them for bringing their unique skills to the Board and we look forward to their 

contributions. You’ll be hearing more about each of them in the months to come. 

I urge you to join me, the board, staff, volunteers, partners and all of our numerous supporters in helping WCLC continue its 

vital work.  As always, we thank you.  

All the best, 

Steven D. Schmuki 
President 

LETTER  FRO M THE PRESIDENT  
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Thirty years ago, environmentally like-minded individuals came together with 
the aim to protect the beloved land and water of Waukesha County. Seeing 

natural areas disappear motivated the group to officially form Waukesha Land 
Conservancy (as it was originally named), and set their sights on preserving 

and caring for land and water. Our founders came from various backgrounds, 
but all had the collective goal to protect nature in the county. We are so 
grateful to them for being the cornerstones to what has developed into     

over 3,100 acres of land protected forever. 

When asked about what made them proud of WCLC, several founding     
members said that there are many things in life to celebrate, but donating 

land or working to protect it is by far their greatest accomplishment. By doing 
so, they have contributed to a legacy that generations beyond them could 

benefit from and appreciate. The challenges noted among founders has been 
to not just acquire more properties, but also manage a land portfolio and  

restore environmental integrity. Many founders have stayed involved in the 
organization through many capacities: serving as board members, volunteers, 

and donors. Looking to the next 30 years, our founders are grateful to the 
support that has sustained the health of the organization into its next phase, 

and are happy to see their vision of land protection continue to unfold. 

Thank you! 

 
 

Phillip Hinman 
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Dear friends, 

I am thrilled to join this amazing community that so passionately and generously furthers the mission 

of protecting land and water. Each conversation I have had with WCLC members has given me so 

much hope for our planet knowing there are wonderful people who care about and for the earth. 

While there is always work to be done, as we mark 30 years as an organization, we celebrate all that 

has been accomplished and the foundation that has been set by remarkable board members, staff, 

volunteers, and friends. Your contributions to the conservancy are what allow us to continue the 

incredibly important work of preserving and restoring natural areas in Waukesha County. Thank you, 

indefinitely, for your support.  

Looking ahead, I am filled with optimism as we embrace our collective knowledge and welcome fresh 

ideas. I look forward to connecting with more of you as we write this next chapter together! 

Sincerely, 

 

Allison Heine de Romero 

Operations & Development Associate 

Dear Waukesha County Land Conservancy Community, 

Another decade is in the books for the Waukesha County Land Conservancy. Celebrating 30 years of 
conservation in our community over the past year has been exciting, promising, and motivating! 

2022 in itself was another year of growth for the organization. We brought on a new Operations and 
Development Associate, Allison, and a WisCorps servicemember, Gabby. We had an amazing Annual Meeting, 
a fun 30th Anniversary Celebration, and plan to have another fantastic Christmas Tree Harvest event on 
November 26th. We are so thankful for all of you that have come to our events, become a member, donated 
to the cause, or have otherwise been involved in our success over the last 30 years. 

Our past 30 years have been filled with opportunities and challenges around protecting and caring for the 
most environmentally significant lands and waters in Waukesha County for future generations, and we expect 
our next 30 years will be met with new opportunities and challenges. We hope to find more creative and 
adaptive ways to maintain and steward our preserves, and to continue to protect new ones. We hope to continue to find ways to engage our 
current membership and more of our community in protecting clean air, clean water, and access to nature for everyone. We are SO excited to 
continue our work and to have you, our supports, join us in that. 

With all of this being said, WCLC is hoping to end 2022 with a bang. Not only are we asking you to continue supporting our organization, but 
we’re asking for your help in protecting a rare and sensitive property in Eagle. The Trupke Preserve ranked #1 in the Stewardship grant program 
in 2019, and is home to oak savanna and woodland habitats – which you can read more about in this report. The property is also right across the 
street from WCLC’s Eagle Centre Prairie State Natural Area and is adjacent to Old World Wisconsin! We’re asking our wonderful supporters to 
consider doubling or tripling your usual donation to help us reach our goal of $250,000 to protect this property in perpetuity. This property will 
have established trails and will be open to the public for nature-based activities.  

As always, I want to thank YOU for your past and future support, and for your dedication to conservation in our community. 

Wishing you a safe and relaxing holiday season with your family and friends, 

 

 

 

Meghan Wersel                                 

Executive Director 
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Visiting one of WCLC’s properties, you will experience 

this wealth of flora and fauna, and perhaps you will find 

yourself photographing a wild geranium, hearing the 

song of a sandhill crane, or catching a glimpse of an    

ornate box turtle before it splashes into the water. The 

sights and sounds of nature enrich our lives and provide 

steadfast reminders that beauty grows all around us. 

Moreover, the benefit of these natural environments 

goes well beyond their aesthetic value. Enjoying the  

outdoors has tremendous physiological and                  

psychological health benefits, proven to lower blood 

pressure, reduce stress, and elevate mood. Sharing a 

hike or bird-watching session with a companion can 

deepen social connection. Protecting woodlands and 

wetlands also improves the air and water quality of our 

community, improving the well-being of all who live, 

work, and visit the county.  

 

Throughout Waukesha County, we find rich and 

diverse ecosystems that support a variety of 

plant and wildlife species. Habitats such as oak 

savannas, oak woodlands, maple-basswood    

forests, fens, prairies, southern mesic               

forests, lowland hardwood swamps, 

and wetlands make up the beautiful and        

valuable landscape of the county. Many rare 

plants and animals call these natural            

communities home and can be found on WCLC 

preserves including kittentails, the hairy wild 

petunia, the rusty patched bumblebee, and the 

monarch butterfly, to name a few.  
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These treasured natural areas are               

continuously threatened. Environmental  

corridors, which are continuous,                 

uninterrupted habitats that allow for    

movement and the ability to meet full    

lifecycle needs of wildlife, are quickly        

disappearing. Reducing these green spaces 

also means reduced public access to outdoor 

recreation opportunities and the healing 

benefits of nature.  

WCLC is committed to protecting and caring 

for these natural communities, and we     

cannot continue to meet our mission       

without the help of our volunteers and     

supporters. Your dedication to the             

organization ensures the successful       

preservation of land and water for now and 

into perpetuity.  
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BILL REICHENBACH, COMMITTEE MEMBER AND VOLUNTEER,  

REMOVING GARLIC MUSTARD AT MARTIN’S WOODS 

WCLC VOLUNTEER, ALEX, AND BOARD MEMBER, BILL, REMOVING  

YELLOW FLAG IRIS AT OUR MARTIN’S WOODS STATE NATURAL AREA  

Effectively protecting and managing the unique natural 

resources of the county is essential in sustaining their  

ecological integrity for the benefit of generations to 

come. Over 3,100 acres are forever protected from      

development, but still need continued stewardship to  

ensure their environmental value remains. WCLC works to 

combat invasive species and prescribes controlled burns 

to promote new growth of native plants. WCLC also has 

future goals to build and maintain more trail systems 

across our properties that allow for public enjoyment 

without compromising any sensitive plant and animal 

communities. These efforts are necessary and are ongoing 

to ensure thriving ecosystems, and your support directly 

impacts this important work. 

Beyond the responsibility of stewarding our protected 

acreage, WCLC is continuously working to preserve more 

sensitive land and water in our county. Before it is       

developed, WCLC is in the process of purchasing a 42-

acre parcel in Eagle. The Trupke Preserve (as it is         

currently named) is a globally imperiled oak ecosystem 

with a high-quality dry-mesic prairie, which is the rarest 

plant community in Wisconsin. Kevin Doyle of the WDNR 

says that Waukesha County presents one of the best op-

portunities to protect kittentail plants in the region- if not 

the world. Acquiring additional preserves will provide 

habitat for local wildlife species, nature access for the 

public, and will protect clean air and clean water in 

Waukesha County for our current and future generations.  

Gabby Braun is a WisCorps member serving with Waukesha County Land 
Conservancy and Tall Pines Conservancy. Before she started this           
position, she served an AmeriCorps term with the Conservation Corps in 
Minnesota. Gabby is from Madison, WI and she graduated from            
University of Wisconsin- Whitewater with a degree in Environmental 
Science. Gabby’s passion for environmental stewardship began during 
her childhood. She was curious about the plants and small mammals 
that lived in her neighborhood. Her curiosity grew over time and once 
she graduated from high school, she became increasingly more            
concerned about climate change. During this service term, Gabby hopes 
to spread environmental awareness, while upholding the missions of 
both WCLC & TPC. In her free time, Gabby enjoys long distance running, 
cross country skiing, painting, and hiking with her dog, Chloe.  



WAUKESHA COUNTY LAND CONSERVANCY  

10 | 2022 ANNU AL REPORT 



EST .  1992 

2022 ANNU AL REPORT | 11  

We have been working for years to acquire this environmentally valuable property in Eagle. Please consider a donation to help us 

finalize the purchase and protect it forever. There are many options to not only contribute to this conservation project, but also benefit 

from tax deductions with WCLC being a non-profit 501(c)(3). Our staff is always happy to discuss your wishes and options. 

Trupke Preserve: Key Features and Significance 
The Trupke Preserve is a globally imperiled oak ecosystem with a high-quality dry-

mesic prairie. This is the rarest plant community in Wisconsin and includes an     

exceptional remnant native prairie that supports the state-threatened kitten tail 

plant. Kevin Doyle of the WDNR says that Waukesha County presents one of the 

best opportunities to protect kitten tail plants in the region—if not the world. 
 

The Waukesha County Land Conservancy (WCLC) plans to purchase this 42-acre 

preserve, and we have secured a commitment from the Wisconsin DNR Knowles-

Nelson Stewardship grant program toward the purchase price. By raising $250,000, 

we will protect this property forever. 

Trupke Preserve is: 

• ranked #1 in the state of Wisconsin among cycle-one 2019 Knowles-Nelson 

Stewardship Grant applications; 

• likely to be developed if not protected now; 

• located within Kettle Moraine State Forest, one of 59 of Wisconsin’s globally 

significant Conservation Opportunity Areas; is a WCLC high-priority project  

area; and is identified as a priority for protection in regional conservation plans; and 

• a connecting link between WCLC’s Eagle Center Prairie Preserve—a State Natural 

Area—and the southern Kettle Moraine State Forest, forming a regional              

Environmental Corridor and adding to a larger block of already-protected       

property. 
 

Trupke Preserve needs our help—and we need to act quickly 

Oaks are a keystone species that support a tremendously diverse plant and wildlife 

community including many rare, uncommon, and threatened plants and animals: the 

redheaded woodpecker, which has experienced a 68% population decline due to loss of 

habitat; prairie dropseed, an indicator species of a high-quality native plant            

community with little disturbance; state-threatened kitten tail plants; and 

many others. Acquiring the Trupke Preserve will allow us to offer        

surrounding communities increased access to the health benefits and   

enjoyment of outdoor nature based recreation including hiking, hunting, 

bird watching, nature photography, and more. 
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$250-$499 

$50-$249 

$50-$249 
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WCLC SUPPORTERS  
$50-$249 $50-$249 

  

$49 and under  

$50-$249 
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BUSINESSES 

GOVERNMENT 

 

ORGANZATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 

 

ORGANZATIONS & FOUNDATIONS 
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President  

Steven D. Schmuki 

Attorney 

Sayas, Schmuki, & Plum S.C. 

 

Vice President  

Neal O’Reilly, PhD 

Director—Conservation &  

Environmental Sciences 

UW-Milwaukee  

 

Treasurer  

Joe Nolan 

Co-owner, Good Harvest Market 

 

Secretary  

Pamela S. Angst 

Owner, Aetech Corporation 

 

 

 
 

 

Andres E. Gonzalez  

Vice President, Chief Diversity Officer  

Froedtert Health  

 

Jeffrey Koeberl  

Previous President 

Muskego Lakes Land Conservancy 

 

Dan Scardino 

Executive Vice President 

Point Real Estate 

 

Helen Holtz 

Education Director 

Wildlife in Need Center 

 

Samantha Adler 

Director of Development 

Michigan State University 

 

Mary Hiebl 

Previous Educator &  

Current WEAL Board Member 

 

John Remmers 

Attorney 

Cramer, Multhauf & Hammes, LLP  

STAFF  & SERVICE MEMBERS  

BOARD OF D IRECTORS  

 

 

MEGHAN WERSEL  

Executive Director  

 

 

 

ALLISON HEINE DE ROMERO 

Operations & Development Associate 

 

GABBY BRAUN 

Stewardship Coordinator, WisCorps 

http://www.waukeshalandconservancy.org/

